
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dan Dickerson Receives Prestigious Ernie Harwell Award 
 

Last December Dan Dickerson 

was named the recipient of the Detroit 

Sports Broadcasters Association 

(DSBA) Ernie Harwell Lifetime 

Achievement Award.   Dan, a lifetime 

Castle Parker, is at the start of his 15th 

season as the Tigers lead play by play 

announcer and 18th season in the radio 

booth.  During his first season, he 

worked beside Ernie Harwell himself.   

Previously Dan was 

recognized for his excellence in his 

field by being named three time National 

Sportscasters and Sportswriters 

Association Michigan Sports Broadcaster 

of the Year.  He has worn many hats as a 

radio sportscaster including covering 

high school sports and U of D Mercy 

basketball in the offseason.  He has also 

hosted a postgame call-in show and 

served as a sideline reporter for U of M 

football.  For more on Dan’s love of 

sports, go to page 5 of the Spring 2007 

Banner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner 
Spring 2017 

Bloomberg has named Eleven 
Madison Park as the number one 
restaurant in the WORLD!  So why is 
this of interest to Castle Parkers?  
Because our own Reed Lerchen is a 
Captain at the exclusive New York 
restaurant.   

What exactly is a captain at a 
restaurant?  As Steve Nobel explains it, 
“A 'Captain' is the highest-ranking 
manager of the 'dining experience' in a 
fine restaurant like Eleven Madison 
Park; above waiter but just below 
Maître d'.”  OK, so that explains why 
this editor didn’t know.  I have never 
been to a restaurant like that. 
 Steve reflects, “Reed is the only 
person I know working for anything 
that is #1 in the world!"  Well, possibly 
Dan Dickerson is, but we won’t know 
until October. 

Good Architecture Makes Good Neighbors 

~ Steve Nobel 
 

Castle Park is a naturally ordered landscape. Open and 
wooded spaces surround clusters of buildings with both aesthetic 
appeal and emotional allure. Everyone has a personal view of the 
place, and especially how our cottages fit in to that natural order.  

The Architectural Guidelines Committee (AGC) exists to 
preserve that peaceful equanimity, respectful of our clans and our 
neighbors. When the committee works best, it guides the rights of all 
property owners (including the Association) to realize their visions for 
new design, construction and remodeling. Yet there are self-imposed 
limits on our role.  The AGC seeks to guide design, not to judge projects 
or to enforce conformity to codes and regulations.   We are here to help. 

In the last few years, the Association has welcomed a number 
of new owners, and several new architectural design, remodeling, 
demolition and construction projects - some of which are still underway 
or planned for the building seasons this Spring and Fall (not during the 
Summer moratorium). We don’t expect the trend to slow down in the 
foreseeable future. Castle Park is gentrifying and growing. In dealing 
with these recent projects, we have been reminded of a few important 
lessons that bear repeating, none more so than an architectural 
allegiance to the ‘golden rule’.      Cont. on page 7 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It’s a small world!  

Karin Baird and Ann 

Redding happen to 

run into each other in 

Dallas at a U of M 

reception before a 

Dallas Stars vs 

Detroit Red Wings 

game there. 

Boston Marathon Sighting 
Look who we saw in Boston!  Mary and 
Martha Laughna were enjoying the Boston 
Marathon at mile 23.  As they tracked their 
friends on the runner tracking app, they 
had given up on finding our wonderful CP 
tennis pro, Aaron Boersma.  Suddenly they 
looked up and thought, “Huh, there is a 
guy from Hope.”  OMG, it’s Aaron!  Of 
course, they yelled at him and he was nice 
enough to come over and pose for a 
picture.  He reported, “It’s OK.  I am totally 
gassed.”  The beautiful day was great for 
spectators.  Not so much for the runners. Once again, large numbers of Castle Parkers gathered in Vero 

Beach, FL over the winter…and this isn’t even all of them! 

Changes for the Allison Family! 
 

Ruth Allison reports: 
Christi Allison started her new job learning about Medicare in a law 
office in downtown Chicago. Jeff Allison has a new job as a beer Rep in 
the western suburbs! The Songs have been to South Korea, Dominican 
Republic and Portland, Oregon for a ceramic convention.  

The Shepard/Griffin and Watling/Stroburg Clans 
gather for some fun in the sun at Sea Grove Beach, FL 

Anne Chamberlin and George Parker 
(Teddy!) had a great day exploring 
Warner Brothers Studio. Perfect couch 
for old friends to hang out on- on the 
set of Friends!  



 

 

 

 

  

Where Has All the Sand Gone? 
In a March 20 article in the Chicago Tribune, columnist Tony 

Briscoe describes a study funded by the DNR through a grant from 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to try to 
determine what is causing the redistribution of sand in Lake 
Michigan.  Using electromagnetic waves scientists can measure the 
profile and composition of the lake floor.  The technology has been 
used to study underground waterflow in Yellowstone, and in mining 
projects in Canada and Denmark.  Measurements of the shoreline 
from Kenosha, WI down to Indiana took place at the end of March. 

“In some areas, there is not enough sand and in others 
there is too much,” said Diane Tecic, director of the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources Coastal Management Program.   
Manmade structures built over the past two centuries have caused a 
change in the way the water flows; channels fill with sand while 
beaches erode.  It will take about a year for scientists to evaluate all 
the information gathered. 

While this study considers the southwestern shore of Lake 
Michigan maybe the findings could apply to the southeastern shore 
of the lake? 

Wild Great Lakes 
Photographer Dave Sandford has captured a 
series of photographs taken on the Great 
Lakes.  He went out into Lake Erie during the 
most violent time of the year on the Great 
Lakes to capture some incredible photos of 
waves and violent water churning in our 
own lakes.  He particularly enjoys sports 
photography and nature in action because 
the image he captures will never be the 
same again.  For more photos for sale, click 
on Dave Sandford Photography website.   
Maybe this photo answers the question 
posed above? 

Playclass 
 

We are excited to welcome Christine McCourt 
back for her second summer as Director of Playclass.    

JaLynn Mitchell will be assisting Cris in the 
nurturing of our young Castle Parkers.  JaLynn is an 
Early Childhood Education student at Hope College 
where her dad is Hope's Basketball coach. JaLynn and 
her family live in Holland. Along with Playclass JaLynn 
will be life guarding at the pool.) 

Cris, Jalynn, and the teen counselors from 
Castle Park are looking forward to a fun summer of 
Castle Park traditions, games, and activities!  
  

Playclass runs from June 26th until August 12th. 

Doug Vahey paid a visit to the 
Jeff Webb family in San 
Francisco in March.  Jack, 
Laney, and Emmy Webb. 

https://www.davesandfordphotos.com/collections/lake-erie


Progress Without Change 
 

 

  

New Website Under Construction 
Keep your eyes and screens peeled for a new and 
updated website to be launched this summer.  The goal 
is to make it easy to access from all screens and mobile 
devices.  It will feature a regularly updated calendar that 
offers sign-ups for everything from Burger Broils and 
tennis lessons to Play Class.  Stay tuned.   

Please note, the current website will be 
operational until the new one is launched. 

 

News from Indian Pipe Circle 
Dick Muzzy 

 

I am pleased to report that Phil and Mary Bosch 

of Fallbrook, California have purchased a building site on 

Indian Pipe Circle. All of you know Phil and Mary as 

longtime Castle Park renters and winners of many past 

"mixed doubles" tournaments.  The Bosches are one of 

Castle Park's oldest families having previously owned 

what today is the Littlejohn cottage. We are very pleased 

to welcome them back to the land of Oz and I am sure 

they will be happy to share their plans with you when you 

see them this summer. 

On another matter, some of you have seen a new 

house being constructed on Indian Pipe Circle. This home 

was designed by Sears Architects and is being built for 

resale by Troxel Custom Homes from Holland. We expect 

and hope that it will be completed by mid-June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a Castle Park Open House soon after 

completion at which time we would love for all Castle 

Parkers to see the interior then run out and find us a 

buyer. In the meantime, please give the contractors their 

space so that they can get the job completed. This will 

be a three bedroom, 3 1/2 bath house with the master 

bedroom on the ground floor. The main living space is 

being done in a shaker style (kind of) and is modeled after 

a home built by good friends in Nova Scotia. There are 

2969 sq. feet not including 2359 sq. feet of garage, future 

finished basement and bonus area. We look forward to 

everyone having a chance to see it. 

 

Eb’s Barn Project 
Sally Kelly 

 

The exterior phases of the Eb’s barn rejuvenation are 

almost complete thanks to the relatively mild winter and 

Bonnie’s able project management.   Interior upgrades are still 

on the “to do” list, but Eb’s is already much more welcoming for 

Castle Parkers’ planned events and spontaneous gatherings.   

With the new roof already in place, Eb’s was further 

upgraded this year with new windows and doors along with 

new trim inside and out.  The exterior trim looks a bit raw now 

but will weather to blend with the exterior.  New landscaping 

will also grace the area between the Eb’s and the dance floor.  

The new windows and doors will offer better air circulation, 

light, and security.   

New French doors open out to the terrace on the 

tennis court side, and a new “old” door salvaged from the 

Sandpiper cottage will provide easier access to the kitchen.  

(Thanks Mark for hanging on to this salvaged treasure!)  The 

placement of the new doors is designed to facilitate the use of 

the new patio.   

The most noticeable change may be in the “loft” area 

above the kitchen, which has been transformed with larger 

windows we can actually operate!  Not to mention that you can 

watch storms approach over the lake without risking your life. 

The new patio and steps between Eb’s and the Dance 

Dune will allow Castle Parkers to gather near and flow in and 

out from the building toward the lake. Unsightly light-blocking 

shrubbery is gone and new lighting and landscaping is being 

installed to improve the lakeside experience for all Castle 

Parkers. Expect new Grand March routes!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Katy 

Shuster McNamara and her family on the 
death of her husband. 

 

PJ McNamara ~ January 20, 2017 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Nora Lynn Fossel ~ January 28, 2017 
AJ & Zan Fossel 

 

Edward “Ward” Addison Minneman ~ 
December 15, 2016 

Claire & Jessie Minneman 

Calling All Horn Players! 
 

Trombone/sax/trumpet players wanted to fill out the "Castle 

Brass" as part of Rock the Park '17 on Saturday, July 29th.  If 

you are interested please contact Jake Stroburg via email 

stroburg@comcast.net.  

 

OTR Sponsorships Available 
(and Encouraged!) 

 

Do you enjoy having a beer or a 
glass of wine with friends without the hassle 
of sweeping out your cottage or cleaning 
your bathroom?  Saturday night at the Old 
Timers Room is just the place for you! 
There are several spaces for hosts to fill the 
schedule for the summer, 2017.   
 Under Michigan’s liquor laws, we 
must have a host sponsor the evening for 
everyone.   Repeat, without sponsors, the 
OTR will not open!  The host can be an 
individual or a group of people.  If you enjoy 
these evenings, consider sponsoring a 
night…you will make many new friends!  
Please contact our social coordinator, 
Cassandra, castleparksocial@gmail.com, if 
you are interested in sponsoring.   The cost 
to sponsor a night is $400. 
 

Wedding planning at CP is in full swing!  Below, 
Lizzy Malin, Hank Nymark, and Carolyn Cronin 
compare notes.  Among the seven weddings 
planned for Castle Park this year are: 
 

Lindsey Etterbeek & Joel Van Veen (June 9th) 
Lizzy Malin & Hank Nymark (June 17) 

Carolyn Cronin & Scott Czarnik (June 24th) 

The Castle Library 
 

        Thanks for all the generous book donations and 
beautiful new library shelving to hold them.  The library 
continues to be a relaxing place to visit.  Please check your 
cottage to see that all the books are returned and remember 
to return all books on a timely basis.  When removing a book 
from the library, please check the book out at the desk.   
        We also have a great collection of wonderful new books 
written by our Castle Park authors.   In addition, jigsaw 
puzzles, some DVD's, books on CD, and games are available 
for use by cottagers…but please remember to return them! 
        Interested in hosting a lecture for this summer?  Please 
contact Cassandra, castleparksocial@gmail.com.  
 

Gray Malin’s New Run 
with Sperry Topsider 

Save the Date!  June 22.  That is when 
Sperry Topsider will once again feature 
its shoes with Gray Malin’s prints on 
them.  If you missed them the first time 
around, go to GRAY’S WEBSITE on 
June 22 to order some of these unique 
fashion must-haves. 

Available Cottage Rentals 
 

Nobel ~ available June 20-30, July 10-17, August 15-30.  Sleeps 10.  Contact 
Susan Rea, susan.n.rea@gmail.com 
 

Vahey ~ available at various times before July 21 and after August 7.  The 
cottage sleeps 10.  Contact Doug Vahey, drvahey@gmail.com. 
 

Gardner ~ available August 12-26.  Sleeps 12.  Go to 

http://www.phoenixinthedunes.com/ for details.  
  
 
 
 
 

mailto:stroburg@comcast.net
mailto:castleparksocial@gmail.com
mailto:castleparksocial@gmail.com
http://www.graymalin.com/
mailto:susan.n.rea@gmail.com
mailto:drvahey@gmail.com
http://www.phoenixinthedunes.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Paddle Tennis Fun! 
 

There were two special paddle tennis events that 
took place this Fall and Winter. The season officially began 
with an Open House on October 8. Over 30 Castle Parkers 
came down to the court throughout the day to play paddle 
and enjoy some delicious food surrounded by the beautiful 
foliage colors.  (see Fall Banner for photos). 

On President’s Weekend, Bob Burton organized the 
first annual Castle Park Paddle Tennis Invitational 
Tournament. There were 12 teams made up of CP members 
and guests from near and far. After a day full of paddle and 
fun, Tom Palmer and Austin Swaney came out on top.  Thank 
you to the Fullers for hosting a wonderful pot luck to fill our 
hungry athletes! 

Both the Open House and Invitational are expected to 
be annual events. Everyone is invited. If we didn’t see you this 
year we hope to see you next season. 

Finally, improvements have been made to the paddle 
hut including a brand-new wood burning stove. Thank you to 
Adam Kunkel for donating the stove. A new window for the 
hut is scheduled to be installed sometime this summer.         
~ Will Kernahan 
 

McIntires Set Up Yearround Home in CP 
 

Kristin and Darren McIntire have purchased 
Lollie Rea’s cottage and plan to renovate and enlarge 
the home in order to live full time at “Top o’Pine”.  They 
have lived and worked in Holland for several years and 
are excited to explore all that Castle Park has to offer. 
 Kristin has two older boys, Jencen  (23) and 
Hayden (20) who live in the area.  Darren and Kristin 
have four more boys; Carson (10) and triplets (5), 
Abbott, Hudson, and Palmer. 
 The McIntires set out on a new adventure last 
fall by starting up their own business, Edible 
Arrangements, at the Shops at Westshore.   

Ellie Vahey is spending second semester of her high school 
sophomore year in Goslar, Germany.  Her school in Ohio has 

maintained a long-lasting relationship with a school in Germany, 
exchanging students every year.  Have a great finish to your year Ellie! 

Roberta Rubin makes a move ~ I moved to the 

Mather in Evanston a month ago!  Still making big 

changes - but my books and I made it safely to 450 

Davis Street, Evanston 60201!  I love being near the 

lake 2 blocks - and Northwestern 4 blocks!  

Turkeys Trot…or TurkeyTrot?  This group burned off some of 

their Thanksgiving calories by gathering for a run Thanksgiving 
weekend.  The only requirement?  Black spandex or knit pants. 



  

Another project that took time, collaboration, 
visualization and negotiation is the new Nelson 
cottage. Ever mindful of sight lines and 
construction technology, Nelson’s new 
construction is underway after careful 
agreements with their immediate neighbors, the 
Burtons and Palmers.  
 

Architectural Guidelines (cont. from page 1) 
 

In a close-knit cottage Association, it is important to be sensitive 
and even empathetic to neighbors when planning a building project. 
Please be mindful that while owners may live in and around a building, 
neighbors have to live with it. We urge owners and designers to be 
sensitive to neighbors with respect to minimizing visual impact, preserving 
views, and avoiding intrusions upon privacy, safety or structural stability. 
The committee can be an artful bridge between new and existing property 
interests.  

Submitting drawings early to the committee is extremely 
helpful.  Even if the drawings are only conceptual, bringing the committee 
in to the process early on earns plenty of goodwill that can be redeemed 
throughout the building project. Most construction takes months for 
demolition, staging of materials, parking and access through or around 
neighboring properties. Mindful of the architectural guidelines familiarizes 
owners, architects and contractors with massing and scale, harmonizing 
the structure with the existing topography and making efforts to blend into 
the natural and built environment.   

We enjoy a robust grapevine in Castle Park, so the committee is 
also aware of and providing guidance to Aaron and Suzanne Weiss (new 
construction on what was Platt Nobel’s property) and Darren and Kristin 
McIntire (remodeling on what was Lollie Rea’s property).  

As suggested before, good architecture and good neighbors is a 
community affair. If you have plans for new construction, or you know of 
someone who does, please share the news in strictest confidence with 
me or with one of the Association trustees.  

The Architectural Guidelines Committee (AGC) is a 
subcommittee appointed by the Long Range Planning Committee, under 
the auspices of the Board of Trustees. We welcome members or family 
members with some experience with or an affinity for architecture to 
volunteer their service. As chair of the AGC and on its behalf, I welcome 
comments and questions at snobel@nobelinks.com.  

Let me leave you with a new mantra that guides our work: “May 
the peaceful rhythms of Lake Michigan portend property peace in the 
Park.”  

 

The complete guidelines may be found on the Association website. 
(castlepark.net/architecturalguidelines). 

 

The following projects involved 
the guidance of the AGC: 

Ebeneezer’s Barn is a revered 
example of Cottage Style - intrinsic to the 
character of Castle Park. Note below how 
current remodeling and landscaping with 
natural materials retain the character of the 
existing building and complement the character 
of an endearing place.  

The project was a joint effort by several 
committees (Buildings and Grounds, 
Beautification and AGC). 
 

At the request of the 
committee to better 
evaluate any impact on 
neighbors’ views, Ann 
Bradley and Mike Cazer 
submitted the architect’s 
rendering (left) of the roof 
line for their new house 
on a challenging dune 
property. Note the almost 
exact conformity to the 
lake horizon and the 
selection of modern yet 
natural finishes.  

 

EB’S BARN 

NELSON 

CAZER-BRADLEY 

mailto:snobel@nobelinks.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASTLE PARK ASSOCIATION 
6690 Edwards 

Holland, MI 49423 
 

Phone: 616-335-2630 
E-mail: castlepark@charter.net  

 

Changes to contact information may 
be made by accessing the website: 

www.castlepark.org  
 

The Banner is a Semi-Annual 
newsletter sent in the  

Fall and Spring 
The next Banner is due out  

October 2017 
 

The Banner was published and 
edited by Martha Laughna 

 

If you have something for the next 
edition of the Banner, email me at 

mlaughna@yahoo.com   
 

In the spirit of the 

April Fools’ BAnner…. 

Something to look forward to…. 

  Thanks for the photo Rick Lyons! 


