
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shrek, the Musical 
By Mike Kelly 

 

Castle Parkers share many common interests 
and seem to find good reasons to get together 
throughout the year – even away from Castle 
Park.  A recent partnership in Gastonia, NC is no 
exception, when Mike Kelly and Holly Mason got 
together.  

Holly’s profession is 
teaching drama and 
directing theatre 
productions for high 
school and regional 
theatres in North 
Carolina.   For the last 
12 years Mike has 
played drums and 
percussion in numerous 
musical theatre 
productions in Seattle, 
WA and Sun Valley, ID.   Each summer at Castle 
Park they catch-up and compare notes about 
current Broadway musicals and which shows 
they have worked on over the past year.  Every 
year Holly has said, “Mike you really need to 
come to North Carolina and play in the pit for 
one of my shows.”  Every year, Mike said, “I’d 
love to, but Seattle is a long way from 

Gastonia”.   Well, they figured out the logistics 
and finally made it happen this year.  Check one 
off the ‘bucket-list’. 

From April 12th to 15th Mike joined the 
musicians for the Gaston Day School production 

of "Shrek, the Musical", 
which Holly directed, 
playing to sold-out crowds 
in the school’s wonderful 
525 seat theatre.  The sets 
and costumes were 
magnificent, the singing 
and dancing superb and, of 
course, the music and 
direction were 
outstanding. Hopefully, 
‘Shrek’ and it’s cast and 
crew will be nominated for 

numerous ‘Blumey’ Awards (High School Musical 
Theatre Awards in the Charlotte area).  

Most important though was the opportunity 
to reminisce away from the theatre about a 
friendship formed at Castle Park as teenagers 
many years ago, the parents who brought us 
together there, and the siblings and lifelong 
friends we reconnect with each Summer.  
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Newcomers  
(sort of) 

 

During the past several months we have welcomed new members to the association as well as new cottage owners 
looking to join the association.  Some are very familiar to all of us. 
 
Lisa and Jon Baermann from East Grand Rapids have purchased the Beadle cottage.  They have four children 
ranging in age from 12-23.  Their oldest, Sarah, is a graduate of the United States Military Academy (Go Army, Beat 
Navy) and is a lieutenant in the Military Police.  Anna is a senior at East HS and is both musical and athletic, a great 
combination for Castle Park!  Kaethe is a sixth grader at the Blandford environmental school and Micah is a high 
school sophomore who enjoys tennis, baseball and basketball.  Their member application for Castle Park 
Association is currently under consideration.  We all look forward to meeting them this summer! 
 
Walt & Katie Nelson are joining the association through their new cottage which is nearing completion up on the hill 
behind Burtons.  They divided their original property, part of which was sold to Katie and John Palmer, and built a 
new cottage on the remaining undeveloped lot.  It will be exciting to see the finished product. 
 
The first of the next generation of lifelong Castle Parkers has purchased a cottage of his own.  Gray Malin and Jeff 
Richardson purchased the Veech cottage last fall.  Gray is the son of Amy and Peter Malin.  Gray and Jeff plan to 
rebuild on the lot starting in the fall.  Perhaps the interior of the new place will feature original Gray Malins? 
 
 From Houses to Homes 

An interview of Jimmy Bellis 
 

I recently became aware of a passion of Jimmy Bellis; helping people in Guatemala live with dignity by building 

homes for them.  I wanted to learn more and thought everyone would be interested in his insight. 
 

1.  How did you get connected with this project? 

I learned about this organization from the founder, Joe Collins, who was a friend. He had just built a few homes 

and showed me his progress. At that time I knew I wanted to help. Learn about this wonderful organization at 

their website, www.fromhousestohomes.org 
 

2.  Has everyone in your family participated? 

I first took Jamer down when he was 16.  A few years later I took Eliza down to also build a home. Again, 

several years later, Blair and I went down to volunteer, and we were joined by Everett and Gray Muzzy. 
 

3.  How many homes have you helped to build? 

I have helped build 3 with each of the children and another with the board of directors, as a retreat, and most 

recently with Tinker, Gil, Patti, Martha, myself and 2 other friends from California. 
 

4.  How long do you stay when you go? 

One week; we can build the home in 5 days. 
 

5.  Have you met or stayed in contact with anyone for whom you have built housing? or WITH whom you 

have built housing? 

We always stay in contact with the organization’s paid workers, but not usually the families. 
 

6.  Where does the funding for these projects come from? 

Construction volunteers pay $500 for the purchase of materials and we raise the rest of the money from other 

donors. 
 

7.  How many years have you been doing this? 

I have been involved with FHTH for 12 years and am currently the  

board President.We also have built and run a school, K-9,  

and we built a medical clinic and run that as well. 
 

Thank you Bellis family for supporting such a worthy cause. 

http://www.fromhousestohomes.org/


 

 

 

 

  

Erosion Protection Update 

 

This certainly has been a busy year for the board.  When I was beginning my tenure as President of the 
Castle Park Association Board of Trustees, several people said, “You’re lucky, at least there is nothing big 
going on.”  Nothing other than mother nature chewing up our shoreline.   
 
The “News” section of the website (www.castlepark.org) contains an update for the shoreline project.  It is 
imperative that Castle Parkers familiarize themselves with the expectations for the construction of the 
revetment for the LLC which was formed by lakefront owners and the plan of action for Castle Beach.  The 
update provided in April can be accessed by clicking HERE.   
 
Recently Dick Shepard, chairman of the Beach Committee, met with Mike Morphey of Abonmarche, to 
discuss potential plans to protect Castle “Cove” from further damage.  Mike and Dick discussed a plan that 
may reduce the expected cost of protecting that area…although it will still be a significant undertaking for 
the Castle Park Association.   The expectation is that construction of an erosion protection system at Castle 
Beach could take place as early as Fall 2018. 

In Other Board News…. 

 
While the lakefront has consumed much of 
the Board’s attention, they have been hard 
at work in other areas. 
 
Members of the Board and the Long Range 
Planning Committee have been working 
on recommended changes to the bylaws.  
Once enacted, these changes will allow the 
bylaws to accommodate various forms of 
cottage ownership which in recent years, 
have taken many different forms; LLCs, 
Trusts, partnerships, etc. 
 
The board began its year by better 
defining the expectations of each 
committee and confirming each 
committee’s membership.  This continues 
to be a work in progress. 
 
The Long Range Planning Committee has 
begun work on assessing the assets of the 
association and establishing a long range 
plan for the use of these assets and the 
resulting improvements that are required 
for these uses.  This process will guide 
future boards in prioritizing expenditures 
as well as provide continuity. 
 
Communication is vital to the success of 
our organization.  Please feel free to 
contact any board member with questions, 
concerns or suggestions. 

New Castle Park Website Needs Your Help! 

 

Castle Park Association has spent significant time and money to 
bring our website up to speed but we need our members to be involved in 
making it the best it can be!   

The goals in revamping the website included making it more 
interactive, relevant, and current.  We now have the ability to update 
contact information, post news, and update the calendar at any time.  This 
technology will increase the effectiveness of our communication by 
providing more current information. 

If you haven’t already done so, please make sure you establish 
an account where you will be able to update your own contact information, 
post news and, eventually, pay for things like burger broils and playclass 
online.  Most members already have an account set up using your email 
address.  Please go to www.castlepark.org, log in, and peruse the 
information there.  A technology workshop will be held on Sunday, May 27 
at 10:00 AM in the castle for those needing help in using the new website. 
 

Any questions?  Contact Mary Ireland, mcjireland@comcast.net 

The Bellis clan worked hard this 
winter alongside these Guatemalans 

to provide a home to a family. 

http://www.castlepark.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12JXKdw20mI2QeSVBQOimJZ4QRH11ZlE7UpE7rgZTsWg/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.castlepark.org/


 

 

 

  

Summer Social Happenings 
 

Burger Broils @ 6:30 

 July 6, July 20, August 3, August 31 

    

Dances @ 8:00   

 July 7, July 21, August 4, September 1 

    

Every Week   

Tuesdays, 9:30 AM Ladies' Day Tennis 

Wednesdays, 1:00 PM Bridge in the Castle 

Thursdays, 7:30 PM Bingo 

Saturdays, 9:00 PM Old Timers Room 

    

Special Events   

May 26 4:30 PM  CP Association Information Meeting ~ Castle 

June 15  Pool Opens 
    

July    

2 9:30 AM  Playclass begins ~ Meetinghouse 

4 10:45 AM  Flag Raising @ the flag pole 

27 1:00 PM  Pool Games 

28 9:00 AM  Tennis ~ Mixed Doubles 

 6:30 PM  July Jubilee Pot Luck 

 8:00 PM  Beach Party ~ Dance Dune 

29 1:00 PM  Softball 

30 10:00 AM  Playclass Dune Rides 
    

August   

1 9:00 PM  Playclass Overnight 

2 8:00 AM  Playclass Pancake Breakfast 

3 8:00 PM  Rock the Park ~ Castle Lawn 

4 9:00 AM  Tennis ~ Men's Doubles 
10 6:30 PM 

 

Italian Dinner by Perreddies ~  
Castle Lawn 

11 4:30 PM  CP Association Annual Meeting 
30 9:00 AM 

 

Mo Fun Ladies Golf ~  
Watch for details 

    

September   

1 TBA  Moe Perkins Mens Golf 

2 1:00 PM  Softball 

 

9:00 PM 

 

Farewell to Hebe,  
Old Timers Room & Bonfire 

3 12 noon  Pig Roast ~ Under the oak tree 
 

Website Calendar Information 
 

The Castle Park website, www.castlepark.org, 
contains a live calendar containing constantly 
updated information.  While the calendar listed in 
the Banner contains the basics, members are 
encouraged to use the website calendar for planning. 

Playclass 
 

The kids are all thrilled to have Christine 
McCourt, JaLynn Mitchell, and Eli Kane 
back to guide our young ones at Playclass 
once again this summer!  They have a busy 
summer planned. 

Barnswallow 
 

The entrepreneurial Eli Kane will be running the 
Barnswallow this summer.  He is a familiar face 
around the park and the young children love him. 

Tennis 
 

Aaron Boersma will return as our head tennis pro.  
His experience and energy assure that tennis 
players will get what they need.  Ladies Day, 
Cardio Tennis, and private and small group lessons 
are sure to produce the next Roger and Serena. 

Castle Parkers enjoy a pre-game 
burger broil in Chicago. 

http://www.castlepark.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the 

families who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Frances Hall ~ October 16, 2017 
 

David Carr ~ February 8, 2018 
 

 James Bellis, Sr. ~ February 11, 2018 
 

Joe Jannotta ~ April 22, 2018 
 
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Frances Louise Nobel 
November 1, 2017 

Ben & Krissy Nobel 
 

Gwendolyne Elizabeth McLaughlin 
March 8, 2018 

Jessica & Paul McLaughlin 
 

Theo Carl Mullins George 
September 11, 2017 

Colin & Claire George 
 

Thea Beatrice Amburgey 
June 14, 2017 

Brian Amburgey & Addie Thompson 
 

Wedding Bells 
 

Krista Dulkowski married Alex 
McNamara in the amphitheater on 
a rainy October 14, 2017.  Alex is 
the son of Katy Shuster 
McNamara.   
 
Leslie Muzzy married Jim Walter 
on July 8, 2017 in Jackson, WY 

Gwen 

McLaughlin 

Krista & Alex 
McNamara 

Andrew Laughna has completed his career 
as an Army officer.  Captain Laughna’s final 
Change of Command Ceremony was held 
on April 6th at Ft. Leonard Wood, MO.  A 
West Point grad, he spent most of his 
career with the 82nd Airborne Division and 
finally served as a company commander for 
a basic training unit for the Chemical Corps. 

Old familiar faces ~ Bill Rea, Thatcher Rea,  
Platt Nobel, Dave Carr 

Joe Jannotta 

Joe Jannotta, whom we lost in April, will 
be best remembered as a dedicated 
Castle Parker -- and adored husband, 
father, grandfather, uncle and dear friend -
- who was always ready to share a kind 
word and an open-hearted smile. For 
many years active on the tennis courts 
(“Jose, you farmer!” he’d yell at himself), 
golf course, paddle court and cross 
country skiing in the woods, he could 
more recently be spotted out for his daily 
constitutional walking the lanes of his 
beloved Castle Park. A snappy bandana 
often knotted ‘round his neck, he would 
stop to greet friends and family. He was 
quick with his humor, wit and warmth, 
always inquisitive about the lives and 
doings of others. The times spent with 
loved ones in Castle Park were among his 
most cherished. We will miss you, Joe! 

Andrew 

Laughna 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Greer Candler hosted a bunch of 
Hibbards, Laughnas, Zellers, and 
Lerchens for an afternoon of fun (and a 
little wet) paddle tennis at The Country 
Club in Brookline, MA.  Sometimes the 
fog coming off the courts prevented us 
from seeing the ball but it also provided 
great excuses.  A fun time was had by 
all. 

This lively crew and their wives spent 
several days “housesitting” for Gray 
Malin and Jeff Richardson.  Hopefully 
Gray and Jeff locked the liquor cabinet. 

These paddle enthusiasts 
enjoyed a fun day of paddle 
tennis in the beautifully wooded 
setting of South Hill. 

Nothing like a Thanksgiving morning 
Turkey Trot to get the blood flowing before 
a decadent day.  Thanksgiving 2017 



  

Cathy Clarke, Margaret Parker, Sara 
Marshall, Martha Chamberlin and 
Blair Bellis enjoy lunch in warm, 

sunny Vero Beach. 

A group of high powered lunch eaters 
enjoyed eachother’s company in NYC. 
Back: Chip Perkins, Eads Johnson, Jimmy 
Bellis, Ned Jannotta, Jr., John Palmer 
Front:  Mark Fuller, Ned, Sr., David Chism 

Did you know…. 
 

Margie Chism maintains a list of cottages for 
rent, and that potential renters are sent her 
way so that she can help pair up owners and 
renters for the perfect fit?  Email her at 
dmchism@comcast.net if you are interested 
in renting out your cottage or if you know 
someone looking to rent. 
 
Nicholson cottage available for rent ~  
South Hill cottage available beginning July 
15. Sleeps up to 8, in 6 beds. 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths. $2100/week. Jim Nicholson 612-987-
2417; nicholsonjamese@gmail.com  

Vero Beach is the place to be for Castle Parkers in 
the winter!  Katie Nelson, Susan Muzzy, Tinker 
Judson, Buff Nobel, Edie Murphy, Martha Gregg 
enjoy time away from the grind of Castle Park. 

John’s Island is the place to be for Castle Parkers 
in the winter.  Will and Maria Kernahan enjoy 
special drinks with John and Sara Marshall.   

The special drink?  A Hummer.  Recipe born 
at the Bayview Yacht Club in Detroit, 1968 
 
1-1/2 ounces rum (usually Bacardi) 
1-1/2 ounces Kahlúa  
2 scoops vanilla ice cream 
A couple ice cubes 
Blend and serve in a 7-1/2-ounce rocks 
glass. 
 

Ric and Linda Brown 
joined Julie Wade for 
a morning exercise 
class on a beach in 
Naples, FL, as setting 
second only to yoga 
on the Dance Dune. 

mailto:dmchism@comcast.net
mailto:nicholsonjamese@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And for bonus coverage ~ 

 

ON THE ROAD IN NICARAGUA – OSTIONAL 

By Ted Lerchen 

 

I spent a fair amount of time this past winter in San 

Juan del Sur, a beach surfer town along the southern 

Pacific coast of Nicaragua and not too far from the 

northern coast of Costa Rica. For some time I had 

been thinking of renting a two seater , side by side 

atv to tour around. So I finally rented one for 24 

hours from  Saturday (March 10th) at 1:00 p.m. to 

Sunday at 1:00 p.m. My plan was to head down 

south to check out a little town called Ostional  and 

then check out a number of beaches on the way 

back to San Juan del Sur. And then on Sunday 

morning to check out various beaches to the north 

of town.  S.J. Del Sur is viewed as a real surfing 

mecca, even though it is merely a jumping off point 

for beaches (and waves !!) to the north and south of 

town. 

 

So I leisurely traveled down to Ostional, arriving 

mid afternoon. Ostional is not very big, so I soon 

was at the beach area. I was wandering around in 

my side by side and just happened to chat with two 

Nicaraguan (Nica) guys.  One of them just 

happened to mention that his Uncle Carlos was 

captain of one of the shipping boats, and lo and 

behold shortly thereafter I was perched on the back 

corner of one of these boats, and we were leaving 

the harbor,  heading for open water. 

 

The Ostional boats might not be what one might 

envision when thinking of commercial fishing 

boats. The boats were very long, about 25 ft. and 

totally open. The center parts of the boats were 

totally filled with various nets, such that there 

wasn't much room left to work. I was crammed in 

the back corner, cheek and jowel with the outboard 

motor. 

Awaiting our arrival…. 



 

So we motored north from Ostional past absolutely 

spectacular coast line; the cliffs come right 

down into the sea in many spots.  Elsewhere there 

are beaches tucked in between the rock 

outcroppings. At one point ahead, I saw a big flock 

of seagulls and pelicans hovering over the water.  I 

knew exactly from past experience why they were 

there. They were hovering over a huge, swirling 

school of baitfish (the size of sardines), probably 

thousands of them in total and they turn on a dime 

almost magically, trying to avoid the various 

predators. As we motored through the water, we 

were accompanied by many, many dolphins, cutting 

through the water (and snatching fish too). 

 

The fishing area that we ended up is off a beautiful 

,very long beach with the nickname of La Flor, 

which is seasonally protected being the nesting site 

for tens of thousand of Olive Ridley Turtles. There 

were a number of rocky outcroppings protruding 

from the sea a fair distance out from the 

beach.  This was the area where the fishermen set 

their nets.  There were five of us in the boat. The 

captain had the motor in reverse, as the other three 

fishermen assisted as the nets paid out into the 

water. I suppose it could be viewed as a rather 

tedious process, but I found the pay out of the nets 

to be rather mesmerizing.  We arrived back to the 

beach around six p.m., having set forth about four 

very long nets. Each net was secured at each end 

with several milk jug type floats and a very large 

heavy stone. 

 

At some point I asked the captain, when they were 

planning to come back and retrieve what hopefully 

would be a huge catch, and he informed me that 

they would be leaving at five Sunday morning. I 

thought to myself, "Ted if you don't do this, you 

will forever kick yourself. You need to close the 

circle." So I told them I would definitely be there, 

even though I was an hour or so away. So I set my 

alarm for three in the morning and prayed that 

nothing untoward would occur. Luckily I did pry 

myself out of bed at the appointed hour and at 3:30 

a.m. I was off again to the beach at Ostional. It was 

pretty dark when I arrived but luckily the moon was 

out. Again there were about five of us, and as we 

headed north towards the fishing grounds, the pink 

glow of the rising sun peeked above the cliffs to our 

right. 

 

The reverse of the prior day's process, pulling the 

nets in, was in no ways tedious, as no one ever 

knew what would show up as the nets came out of 

the water. As several men pulled the nets in, others 

extracted the various fish from the nets, often not an 

easy process. They deposited the fish in several, 

heavy duty plastic crates. The catch mostly 

consisted of red snapper, which was positive, as 

they are very valuable fish. The fishermen receive 

seventy cordobas per pound, or over two dollars, for 

these fish. But there were many other types of fish 

too: another type of snapper (which they threw 

back), a fish by the name of cabrilla, a good-sized 

grouper, and many types of jacks. We also caught a 

small shark and a small lobster. As my 

"proportionate LOL"  part of the catch, I was given 

the small lobster and three small red snapper. I 

should indicate that I had earlier offered the captain 

15 dollars, a sum which he readily accepted, as had 

the prior day's captain. The catch was not as big as I 

had anticipated, the contents of a plastic craft and a 

half.  But one of the fishermen reminded me that 

each excursion is indeed a crapshoot venture. 

 

On the way back to Ostional Bay, we were 

accompanied by a cadre of pelicans, about ten on 

each side of the boat, hoping to swoop down and 

snatch up the entrails, tossed overboard into the sea 

by the fisherman, as they were cleaning the catch. 

We were out on the water about three hours, 

arriving about 8:00 a.m. 

 

As an aside, I should indicate that the meat of the 

small lobster really changed the perception of a 

rather pedestrian garden salad, and each of the three 

red snapper was a true culinary experience. 

 

 

 

 

 


