
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castle Parkers Respond... A Bountiful Bonanza for the Barnswallow 

By Leigh Conant 
 

We had quite a turnout for the Castle Park Quilt Show and Sale. Colorfully displayed on the fencing in the 
Muzzy Jr’s backyard, the quilts, all created by Sam Helmrick were donated by Sam, with support from the 
Blossom, Muzzy and Conant families. 
Nineteen beautifully crafted quilts made a 
vivid visual statement adjacent to the field 
by the north courts. Castle Parkers 
appreciated the intricate stitching while 
social distancing safely. Bidding was 
active, widespread and we’re happy to 
report that all the quilts found homes and 
Sam is doing several more on commission. 
The end result is that a “banner” $4,185 
was raised for Barnswallow renovation. We 
can’t thank Sam enough! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Reinvented 

The Banner 
COVID Edition 

Fall 2020 

A Note from Our President ~ Jim Carr 
 

Summer 2020~Thanks to all for your patience and support over the summer.  You know the Board struggled with decisions 
to cancel activities which could put people at risk and Castle Parkers did a pretty good job following COVID-safe 
protocols.  Perhaps this summer was a throwback to the earliest roots of CP; a place where people came to enjoy the 
weather, the beach and family.  Our traditional social schedule will eventually return and I am confident it will be in time for 
the current crop of youngsters to try their skill at musical chairs.  Another thanks to all for your participation in the Annual 
Meeting via Zoom, in August.  Roll call was the most challenging agenda item.  Thanks for staying with us so we could 
accomplish our basic business. 
 

Major Kudos ~ The CPA board and members extend many, many thanks to our managers, Bonnie & Mark, as well as the 
rest of our staff, for all their hard work and patience, allowing us to have the best summer possible! 
 

Thanks for Beaches ~ Thanks again for another year of beach access provided by our generous neighbors of South Dune 
Association and the private owners of the north beaches and access path.  I encourage everyone, again, to remember that 
we are guests on private property and we should not be a burden or present problems for those owners.  
 

More Thanks ~ Thanks to Tom Ford for the par-2 golf on Labor Day.  It was a hit and I’m sure we’ll see it again.  
  Thanks to Dick Shepard for getting all the overflow trash in and on the dumpsters on Monday 9/28/20 so it could be 
picked up instead of left behind, allowing us to start the week with empty dumpsters. Thanks to Nancy Thier for the needed 
tidying up after pickup.  
 

Future of Castle Park ~ With early spring CP arrivals and later fall departures, the ongoing COVID-19 episode has forced 
us to recognize what life might be like if the shoulder season population increases. COVID will not be the last infectious 
disease and this experience may change life in America.  We have read about the de-urbanization of America and CP is a 
great spot to be away-from-it-all.  There is no plan or vision at this time but this will be a subject for consideration by the 
Board and appropriate committees. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Undaunted, Matt Larue 

continued his enthusiastic 

calling of Bingo outside on 

the castle lawn. 

The Wade women along with Mary Laughna 

offered their resounding endorsement of outdoor 

Bingo. 

Labor Day picnicking 

took on a new look. 

Long Range Planning Survey 
 

The Long Range Planning Committee is forging ahead with enthusiasm.  In order to aid the CPA Board of Trustees in 

making important decisions and to help the Long Range Planning Committee to evaluate recommendations for the future, 

the LRPC will be conducting a survey of member cottages.  We ask that all owners respond one time per cottage.  Please 

be on the lookout for the survey in the coming weeks.  We are hoping to get 100% participation in this important 

decision-making tool.  Responses to the survey will remain confidential. 

This summer was certainly one for the books.  
When the COVID Pandemic hit in mid-March, 
many smart Castle Parkers assembled to 
quarantine, isolate, socially distance, whatever 
you want to call it.  The park came alive earlier 
than usual this spring.   

Heading into the summer, residents were 
unsure how the summer would unfold.  As families 
gathered, would there enough room in the cottage 
to have the usual family gatherings and still stay 
distant?  Would we be able to play tennis?  Would 
the group celebrating their 70th birthdays still be 
able to host their long anticipated concert on the 
dance dune?  What about Bingo, Dances, OTR, 
BBQs and Playclass?  What would become of 
them? 

The CPA Board worked hard to answer all 
these difficult questions.  It all worked out and the 
summer became memorable for many positive 
reasons.  As they say, “Necessity is the mother of 
invention.”  Castle Parkers find it necessary to be 
social.  When it became clear that several of our 
favorite activities could not happen this summer 
(OTR, Saturday Dances, BBQs) undaunted Castle 
Parkers went to work figuring out how to safely 
enjoy a summer at Castle Park. 

While many of us really missed the Old 
Timers’ Room on Saturday nights, the beautiful 
summer weather allowed for much outdoor 
socializing.  The new shelter near the north tennis 
courts became a favorite place to host socially 
distant cocktails.  The beach, when it was more 
roomy, also provided a safe haven for cocktails 
and sunset in the evening.  In addition, many 
people hosted more quaint gatherings on their 
decks and porches.  All was not lost! 

❖ Bingo took on a new form ~ the castle lawn 
provided the perfect backdrop for this long-
standing tradition.  Maybe outdoor bingo 
will survive in the future? 

❖ During the height of the summer, Jeannie Kane hosted an autonomous 
faux playclass so that parents could enjoy some morning activities. 

❖ The Labor Day weekend golf outing was replaced by an in the park golf 
tournament, harkening back to the days of yore. 

❖ The Labor Day barbecue took the form of a picnic on the castle lawn. 
 

All in all, the summer turned out to be a lot of fun, a little different, but a lot of 
fun.  People reported that they kind of enjoyed a more laid back social calendar 
that was smattered with some last minute activities….  Ricket, Racket, Zicket, 
Zacket…. 
 



COVID Response 
 

 

  

From Lisa B. ~ Our family lives overseas during the school year. 
Late in January 2020, a colleague and I traveled to the States for a 
conference and my husband and high school son embarked on a 
college tour. A week later, our flights back overseas were 
cancelled. Just a year earlier I told my husband I hoped I would 
never spend another winter in Michigan but without a flight back 
home we retreated to our cottage in Castle Park. We ended up 
spending seven weeks in Castle Park during February and March 
2020 and we enjoyed every minute.  
 

Though my husband and I were working remotely, and our kids 
were in distance learning, we hiked countless trails, climbed 
dunes, found long-lost pathways, enjoyed restaurants we hadn’t 
visited, shopped like crazy in Holland (really good sales in 
February!), hosted friends, and danced with the locals at Wicks in 
Saugatuck. Our cottage and Castle Park became our home and 
we made big plans for the summer just three months away.  
 

Unfortunately, due to travel restrictions we were unable to return to 
the U.S. this summer. We had to cancel our plans for our family 
reunion, my girls’ weekend, seeing our adult children and our 
parents, and welcoming our oldest home from her military 
deployment. But other family members and friends of Castle Park 
have been enjoying our home and CP.  
 

We all have our COVID stories. There has been much lost. I pray 
you and your families are safe and healthy. I pray that the States 
will get to a place where other countries will permit travel so that 
we can come home to Castle Park next summer. We are already 
looking forward to it. 
 

The summer of 2020 certainly was different!  With the COVID19 
Pandemic in full swing, many Castle Parkers hunkered down 
beginning in mid-March and others were not able to make it to 
Castle Park at all.  Construction came to a halt when Gov. 
Whitmer enacted restrictions to “flatten the curve” in Michigan.  
This was especially difficult for construction projects in Castle 
Park because as soon as some restrictions were relaxed, the 
Castle Park summer construction moratorium prevented further 
construction. 
Travel to Castle Park seemed hazardous to some.  Several 
people took advantage and planned family road trips from 
California and Colorado while others chartered private jets just 
to get to their summer retreat.   
Please read these special remarks about how the summer of 
2020 for some of our residents was affected by COVID19. 

COVID Challenges… 
 

The downside of spending so much time at our 
cottages this summer is that the more we 
cleaned, sorted and fixed, the more we realized 
what needs to be done around the place! 

Ted Parker ~ Los Angeles International Airport was 
a ghost town on April 20th when I flew to Grand 
Rapids via Detroit. There were only 20 of us on a 
plane that normally holds 300, and only four on the 
flight from Detroit to GR.  I was glad I had two 
weeks to quarantine and open the cottage before 
Margaret and George arrived.  At that time Allegan 
County had 46 COVID cases and no deaths; four 
months later there were about 300-400 cases and 
multiple deaths...still much lower than LA County. 
 

Like other Castle Parkers my family headed to CP 
for safe refuge (it was!) and to seek some sense of 
normalcy (which never completely came). 
However, the summer of 2020 was marked by new 
activities, such as morning kayaking on Lake 
Michigan to the Macatawa light house with Bob 
Burton and Ann Redding. There was also boating 
with the LaRues, Stroburgs and Stephanie Griffin, 
as well sailing with Rudy Vedovell Sr & Jr.  And 
having time with my parents and BFFs was 
priceless. New traditions emerged such as socially-
distanced drinks on the deck and dance dune 
lunches with childhood friends Eve Fullenwider, 
Martha Clarke Dahlman & Carey Lennox.   Even 
though the virus lurked it still felt so much safer in 
Castle Park.  It was a crazy summer but we 
survived, as did our seniors, and I can now relish 
the good times that sparked up along the way!   

Not all the News Is Bad….. 

“The slower pace has been nice, as opposed to how 
we run from one activity to another in usual 
summers.” 

“Smaller gatherings have allowed for more 
meaningful conversations and opportunities to get 
to know people better.” 

“I haven’t heard anyone say they love CP less after 
having more time here, rather the opposite. I 
wonder if this will have the effect of people 
spending more time here even after COVID. I’ve 
gotten to know the Holland area better, and 
continue to be impressed by the beauty and all it 
has to offer.  

From Anne Kunkel:  How blessed we are to have 
such a beautiful retreat during this unpleasant 
pandemic! 

New Members ~ The Castle Park Association would like to welcome 
new members, Chris & Mary Bauder from Lake Forest, IL and George & 
Danielle Ross from Brooklyn, NY.  Throughout his childhood, George 
Ross visited Castle Park as a guest of his Uncle Ned and Aunt Debby 
Jannotta.  The Bauders purchased the Gielow Cottage last winter and 
the Ross family bought the Lyons Cottage during COVID. 



 

 

 

  

Who are these masked people?  Cathy Clarke enjoyed a surprise 
gathering of Castle Parkers celebrating her upcoming 99th 
birthday!  Her actual birthday is October 23 but her Castle Park 
friends wouldn’t be able to celebrate with her then! 

Leigh Conant wrote the following tribute for Cathy Clarke’s 
special day…. 
 

What in the world can we say about Cathy Clarke to Cathy Clarke 
On this special day. 
Well, we can say Happy Birthday, and we are, and we will. 
Well, we can say she is well liked, well reasoned, well read, well mannered, 
well travelled, and let’s not forget well dressed! 
Well, Doug tells me I shouldn’t go to the well too often- 
Let’s just say she does just about everything well. 
 
I doubt there is a person here who hasn’t come away with an interaction 
with Cathy feeling better about themselves 
and as a natural consequence feeling awfully good about her. 
There is a phrase in a book I am in the middle of reading that describes 
elegance as a combination of grace and will power, 
and when I read it, I thought well, that about sums her up. 
Please join me in a birthday cheer, before we sing Happy Birthday. 
Hip, hip hooray! Hip, hip hooray! Hip, hip hooray! 
 

Trees ~ Help Carefully Please 
 

The new trees planted in Castle Park 
got off to a great start. The tree guys 
(Frank Blossom, Jim Bellis, Bob 
Burton) have been gratified by the 
support of the Castle Park community. 
However, apparently to address a 
leaking soaker hose, an anonymous 
supporter turned off the irrigation 
water spigots and disconnected hoses 
in both the north and south campuses. 
They were undoubtedly trying to help, 
but didn’t. The result of no watering 
during the summer drought is that six 
of the new trees have been affected and 
are clearly suffering. The watering for 
the trees is an automated system with 
timers, hoses and soakers set up by the 
tree guys, not Mark. It’s supposed to 
run by itself and if something goes 
wrong, we appreciate a call. But 
nothing gets watered if the spigots are 
turned off. So please, don’t help, 
except with a phone call. If you have a 
concern or notice a leak, please contact 
Frank, Bob, or Mark Lawson. We’ll 
take care of it. That’s the best way you 
can help keep these trees alive. All the 
new trees successfully made it through 
last winter and we are hopeful that 
they will make it through this winter 
and spring back to green life in 2021. 
Thanks! 

John and Betsy Clarke 

enjoy grandparent time with 

Jamey Young Levins 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

In Memoriam 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the 

families who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Bob Steketee 
June 20, 2020 

 

Marge Visscher 
August 20, 2020  

 

Marilyn Bamborough 
September 12, 2020 

 

 

Recent Nuptials 
 

Charlie Pyott married Michelle Lee  
November 24, 2019, in Malibu Lake, CA 
 

Ross Cronin married Kelsey Wanack 
June 20, 2020, in Dallas, TX 
 

Jack Chism eloped with Grace Lo 
August 1, 2020 at the back door of Eb’s Barn 
 

Meggie Kernahan married Alex Moshenskiy 
September 19, 2020 in Castle Park 
 
 
 

Patrick McNamara, 

grandson of  

Katy Shuster 

McNamara, enjoys 

his first Christmas 

with his parents,  

Alex & Krista 

New Arrivals 
 

Alana George 

November 6, 2020 

Colin & Claire George 
______________ 

Renny Joy Czarnik 

May 11, 2020 

Carolyn Cronin & Scott Czarnik 
______________ 

McLain Mallette Nobel 

August 22, 2020 

Krissy & Ben Nobel 
______________ 

Patrick Rush McNamara 

September 17, 2019 

Alex & Krista McNamara 
______________ 

Charles Phillip McLaughlin 

May 5, 2020 

Jessie & Paul McLaughlin 
______________ 

Wesley Lake 

September 18, 2020 

Emily Burton & John Lake 
______________ 

Loring Daniel Hanczewski 

June 15, 2020 
Whitney (Budden) & Marc Hanczewski. 

______________ 

James Christopher Young Levins 

July 6, 2020 

Jenna & Jay Levins 
______________ 

Grayson Atkin Rupp 

May 23, 2020 

Adam & Kathryn (Bosch) Rupp 

Grace Lo and  
Jack Chism 

Mary Blossom 

snuggles with Renny. 

HISTORY BOOK IN THE WORKS FOR CASTLE PARK’S 125TH BIRTHDAY! 
The following energetic Castle Parkers are gathering items for 
inclusion in the next Castle Park history book:  Ernie Kelly, Chair,  
Katherine Gregg, Carey Lennox, Margie Chism, Martha Dahlman, 
Jeanne Kane, Ted Parker.  Please contact them if you have stories or 
pictures to share from the last 25 years. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Followup on Cap Leighton… 
 
After Cap Leighton was featured in the Spring 2020 
Banner, John Clarke submitted additional comments 
worth passing on: 
 
“You may not be aware that at the International Tennis 
Hall of Fame in Newport, RI there is a plaque on the 
wall that lists the recipients of the Hall of Fame “Tennis 
Educational Merit” award.  The first recipient, back in 
1967, was Cap.”   
 
John went on to relate a story from his youth:  “One day 
a car pulled up with Detroit plates, and a woman coach 
got out with 3 young girls.  The woman was Jean Hoxie 
from Hamtramck, and the girls were the Bartkowicz 
sisters.  The oldest, Peaches, became well known, and 
they all had fruit nicknames, I dimly recall that the 
younger two may have been called Plums and 
Cherries.  Cap asked me to hit with the youngest, who 
was several years younger and about a foot shorter 
than me. I started out hitting softly, that was a mistake, 
the ball came back as hard as I could hit it.  She ran me 
all over the court, and I don’t recall that she made 
errors.  When we walked off the court Cap was grinning 
from ear to ear, and asked “How did that go, Johnnie?”.  
He knew how it went. 
 

Many activities can be enjoyed while social distancing, 
especially where Castle Parkers are involved.  This 
summer we enjoyed three different tennis tournaments, 
a ladies golf outing, golf in the park, croquet, and many 
days of cardio tennis and doubles tennis. 

Sports 

Tennis 

Practicing social distancing ‘til the end, Martha 
Laughna and Bob Curtis took advantage of his 
height and quickness to overcome Charlie 
Curtis (Bob’s son) and Katherine Gregg in the 
mixed double championship match, 8-6.   

Youngsters Charlie Curtis and Nick Judson 
held off a late surge by the old guys, Jeff 
Webb and Bryan Yahr to come out 
victorious in the championship match of the 
very tough men’s doubles tournament. 

Tennis for the Old Guys 
 

This year began what is surely to be a new Castle 
Park tennis tradition.  Four “Classic” pairs 
competed in the doubles tournament for Castle 
Parkers over 65.  Bob Burton and Ernie Kelly came 
up victorious in the round robin.  Note the larger 
font so the old guys can read this. 

Carey Higham Burton enjoyed the victory stand 
once again in the annual Dust Bowl.  John Rea was 
happy to join her.  Ernie Kelly and Katie Nelson 
gave the winners a run for their money but came 
up short in their quest for this prestigious title. 



    

This pod of COVID friends enjoyed 
an evening of cocktails and croquet. 

Haley Ireland, Meggie Kernahan, 
Alex Moshenskiy, Mary Laughna 

The Mo Fun ladies golf outing was well attended and a lot of fun.  As is 
always the case, the winners of last year’s outing, Katherine Gregg, Katie 
Nelson, and Margaret Parker, did an excellent job getting everyone 
organized into safe foursomes so that players could enjoy golf without the 
worry of spreading the Coronavirus.  However, their clever centerpieces 
were a stark reminder of the danger that lurks. 
 Once the foursomes were released, Nancy Shepard, Deb Redding, 
Cindy Fuller and Martha Laughna breathed a big sigh of relief, knowing that 
there would be very little chance that they would have to organize the 
event next year.  The Hibbard foursome of Ann Hibbard, Sarah Hibbard, 
Gwen Hibbard and Abby Swaney topped the field to win this year’s 
scramble as well as the privilege of organizing next year’s event!  Abby 
Swaney received the closest to the pin award and Martha Moyer had the 
longest drive (no surprise there) by about a yard over Susan Muzzy. 

GOLF 

Men’s Golf Outing Reinvented 
Due to the COVID19 pandemic, the men’s golf 
outing was transformed into a family event held in 
bucolic Castle Park.  Harkening back to the days of 
yore, the Ford family, led by Tom, set up a golf 
course within the park.  Golfers played in pairs and 
were allowed to use two clubs to complete the 
course. 
 

From Tom~ 
The first annual “Play the Park” was played 
Saturday morning, September 5th IN Castle Park.  It 
was open to ALL Castle Parkers and guests 12 
years and up and we had a strong showing of over 
40 players. Jimmy & Patty Bellis were the inaugural 
champions. 

The event was a significant success and we 
plan on definitely holding it annually. The co-ed 
aspect, the fact people could walk out of their 
cottages to play or watch, and the ability to play golf 
where it was first played nearly a century ago made 
for a lot of smiling faces and fun golf.  My ultimate 
plan is to run this every Labor Day Weekend (and 
maybe once in July) and run handicapped events 
for 12 and over and then run an event for kids. 

 

Tom is hoping to set up three permanent 
holes in the field near the pool so that everyone can 
practice for the next tournament! 

 

Much deliberation went into naming the holes: 
 

1  Dust Bowl                   6  Old Timer’s 

2  Meetin’ Haus  7  Grand March 

3  Steeplechase  8  Platt’s Perch 

4  Brown’s Folly  9  Message Home 

5  Meadow (may rename it) 
 

Thanks for the Ford men for providing such a 
creative way to spend the morning! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASTLE PARK ASSOCIATION 
6690 Edwards 

Holland, MI 49423 
 

Phone: 616-335-2630 
E-mail: castlepark@charter.net  

 

Changes to contact information may 
be made by accessing the website: 

www.castlepark.org  
 

The Banner is a Semi-Annual 
newsletter sent in the  

Fall and Spring 
The next Banner is due out  

May 2021 
 

The Banner was published and 
edited by Martha Laughna 

 

If you have something for the next 
edition of the Banner, email me at 

mlaughna@yahoo.com   
 

The Wades ~ We've been in Castle Park since 
about June 20th with a few jaunts over to Illinois 
to deal with our house sale and belongings in 
storage.  It was nice to have a contingent in 
residence throughout the typically slower times of 
the summer even if no one was socializing in 
large groups.  Working from home and just 
enjoying being here to take walks and bike rides, 
go to the dance dune for sunsets, and play tennis 
was very pleasant.  People seemed to take the 
COVID restrictions seriously, though there was 
obviously a lot of going and coming so we had to 
trust that other CP'ers and their guests were 
taking precautions as well.  I think the numbers 
speak for themselves that with no known 
outbreaks, this method was a success!   
    The few allowed activities went well - Bingo on 
the lawn was a big hit, as was Cathy Clarke's 
birthday gathering.  The golf tournament was a 
fun winner that should be repeated, we hope.  If 
we have another summer like this, probably a 
movie on the lawn or BYO picnics would be 
feasible.   
     Kudos to the board, who certainly didn't have 
an easy time of it determining how to proceed 
and what to cancel, what to allow.  I felt that for 
the most part, the community came together and 
respected the wishes of those most wishing to 
maintain strict measures to the benefit of all. 
 

“The golf tournament was a fun winner 

that should be repeated, we hope.” 

Ted Parker thanks everyone for collecting 

their beach chairs at the end of the season. 


